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For an explanation of European jargon visit: the EU’s Eurojargon Guide, 

For explanations of technical and legal terms see: the EU’s Technical Glossary
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Review & Outlook
Review

Last week both Anne and Tanja were in Preston for meetings with colleagues, to present the office annual report to the European Affairs Member Working Group, as well as attending the team away day.
Outlook
Next week Parliament will be in full plenary in Strasbourg so there may be some interesting developments regarding pending legislation.
Comings and Goings
This is an ad hoc section to keep everyone updated on staff changes in North West House. This month there are two!

Lancashire

We are sad to announce that Lancashire Brussels Office Head of Office Anne O’Mahony is leaving us. She is moving back home to Ireland with her husband to raise their family there. She is still around for a while yet, though; she will be leaving at the end of July.

Cheshire

Nikki Johnston, Head of the Cheshire Brussels Office, is also leaving us, although she is staying closer to home. She is going to work at the European Commission in DG Regio and will be leaving at the end of June.
We wish them both the best of luck in the future!
Funding Opportunities and Consultations
Commission launches consultation on the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive

The European Commission has launched a public consultation on the Energy Performance of Buildings directive (EPBD).  The consultation is being held to gather stakeholder comments on the existing directive in preparation for its redrafting.  The proposals for a recasting of the directive are due to be published by December 2008.

The Energy Performance of Buildings Directive aims to tackle the high energy consumption of buildings.  Buildings currently account for over 40% of the EU’s energy consumption.  The European Commission believes the buildings sector as an energy-saving potential of 28% by 2020, but is concerned that this potential is not being achieved under the current directive.

The consultation aims to hear the views of stakeholders on how best to achieve the energy-saving potential in the buildings sector in the most cost-effective and efficient way.  The key themes of the consultation include:

· the role of the public sector

· clarification of existing articles

· simplification of existing articles

· changes to the existing thresholds set out in the current directive

The consultation is open until 20 June 2008 and can be found at: http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=epbd&lang=en
ICT PSP Call for proposal

The call has 2 themes:

· ICT for user friendly administrations, public services and inclusion

· ICT for energy efficiency and sustainability in urban areas

Budget: €39 million

Closing Date: 9 September 2008-05-13

For further information see the call web page
Partner Searches
If you would like to circulate your own partner search, please contact us
Intelligent Energy for Europe - Murcia, Spain

The City Council of Puerto Lumbreras in Murcia (Spain) wishes to participate as a partner in European projects within the Intelligent Energy for Europe call for proposal. They are interested in doing a project revolving around the rational use of energy. Their objectives are power efficiency and rational use of power plants, use of the renewable energies, and the development of power diversity. To do this they want to install a solar powered public lighting system and build a bio-methanol plant in the area.

The deadline to participate in this proposal is the 26th of June
For more information on the call see here
For more information on the project contact:

Ms. Raquel Galarza: raquel.galarza@eurovertice.com
Tel: +34 626 373 037
Women’s participation in political life - Murcia, Spain

Murcia Region Woman Institute is looking for partners to participate in a CITIZEN’S PROJECT regarding the participation of women in political life. The project aims to create a citizen’s panel of 200 participants which will develop activities related to the priority theme in the participants’ countries. The grant will be between € 75.000 and € 150.000, with a co financing of the 60% by the European Commission.

The deadline to participate in this proposal is the 1st of July

For more information on the call see here
For more information on the project contact:

Andres Abad: andres.abad@carm.es
Back to contents
Conferences
Urban Audit – 10 June, 2008 Brussels

This conference will look at several key issues for the future of cities: the ageing population, migration phenomena, housing, and the competitiveness and attractiveness of cities.  The discussion will be based on the work of the Urban Audit to prepare national statistical offices in all the EU member countries to work together and compile a wide range of indicators on the quality of life in European cities. For more information, see the conference website.

Conference on the European Charter for Small Businesses, 3 - 4 June 2008, Bled/Brdo (Slovenia)

This conference usually attracts some 300-350 participants from policy and business from more than 40 countries. This year’s workshops will tackle among "better regulation for the benefit of SMEs", "fostering the internationalisation of SMEs" and "entrepreneurship education".

Speakers include representatives from the British Cleaning and Support services association which will show how a whole sector now can save up to 200 million Euro following the introduction by government of a new model of health and safety risk assessment.  See here for registration and further information
Using Satellite Information: Workshop for Local and Regional Authorities
This workshop will demonstrate how Local and Regional Authorities can use satellite information and services for improving the quality of infrastructure for transport, urban planning, bridging the digital divide, energy management etc.

Date: 20-21 May 2008

Where: Dublin

For further information see here
To register see here
Improving Health in European Urban Areas: The Role of Urban Health Indicators

This is a final conference of the EURO-URHIS Project, which was established to develop a system of urban health indicators. This Final Conference provides an excellent opportunity to draw together a range of urban health stakeholders from across Europe, to discuss the conclusions of the EURO URHIS project and future key actions on the issue of urban health.

Date: 10-11 June 2008

Where: Committee of the Regions, Brussels

For further information and to register see the event website
Back to contents
EU General
Contact: Anne O’Mahony


Budget 2009

The European Commission proposed its draft budget for 2009 on May 6.  The budget which must be agreed by the Parliament and the Council (member state ministers) is for €134.4 billion.  The largest part of the budget (45%) is to be spent on growth and employment with agriculture spending at 43%.  For more information, see here.

Ten Years of Monetary Union

While celebrating the successes of monetary union, in particular the Euro, the Commission has emphasised that the EU must strive for improved governance and better co-ordination of economic policies.  For more information, see here.

Lobbyist Register

The European Commission has proposed the 23 June 2008 as a target date for the publication of a voluntary lobbyists register and accompanying code of conduct.  By the end of 2008, a working group involving all the EU institutions should present a proposal for a common lobbyists’ register. For more information, see Commission Vice-President Kallas’s comments on the register.

Back to contents
Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Contact: Anne O’Mahony

No articles!
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Education and Culture
Contact: Jonathan Hewitt
Specific Sport Budget

MEPs have backed the Commission’s idea for a dedicated budget for sport for 2009.  The Treaty of Lisbon will introduce incentive measures in the area of sport, therefore the Parliament has called for specific preparatory actions to be funded from the 2009 budget.

MEPs also called on FIFA to abandon plans for its 6+5 rule under which at least six players on the field at the beginning of each match would have to be from the country of the club they are playing for. They instead backed UEFA’s idea for a ‘home-grown’ rule under which football clubs need to have a minimum number of locally-trained players in the team of core players.

Source: EurActiv
Joint bid for EIT headquarters

Austria and Slovakia have launched a joint bid to host the European Institute of Technology. Under the bid the governing board and auditing body would be in Bratislava, with executive functions carried out in Vienna. Slovak Deputy Prime Minister Jan Mikolaj argued that two different sites in two different countries would “facilitate the independence of financial control and prevent the crossing-over of remits”.

The two capitals are only around 30 miles apart, and Austrian MEP Hannes Swoboda claims that this option would be a “further step to transcend national borders, not only in practice but also in our minds”.

Other bids include Budapest, Wroclaw and Sant Cugat del Valles near Barcelona. The Competitiveness Council is expected to reach a decision on 29-30 May.

Source: EurActiv
Europe Day

The 9th May was Europe Day. It is the celebration of the fact that Europe is more peaceful, democratic and united. It is celebrated every year on this day as on 9th May 1950 France's then Foreign Minister, Robert Schuman, issued a statement known as the Schuman Declaration. In it he set out a vision for a more united Europe, and for the institutions needed to make it work. The European Communities were the realisation of part of this vision.

This year's events formed part of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue with the theme: "It's not them and us, it’s you and me".

See here for more information on the Year of Intercultural Dialogue
Second Juvenes Translatores contest

After positive feedback from all involved in the first contest in 2007, the Commission has decided to run the contest again. All EU schools will be invited to register between 1 September and 20 October 2008 for a contest to be held on 27 November 2008. There are 58 places for UK schools which will be picked randomly from all that apply. Each school can register up to 4 students. In total 690 schools and 2 760 students will be selected to participate.

This year the competition targets students who were born in 1991. Participants can choose the language combination for their translation from any of the EU’s 23 official languages. The competition will take place at the same schools in all counties. There will be one winner from each country who will be invited to a Ceremony in Brussels and receive their prizes from the Commissioner for Multilingualism.

For more information see the Juvenes Translatores website
Back to contents
e-Europe and Information Society
Contact: Jonathan Hewitt
Emergency Services vs. Commission on radio spectrum allocation

Emergency services in Europe are trying to secure chunks of radio-frequencies for themselves. Currently EU public safety authorities have just two blocks of 5 MHz, but they would like to triple this to 15MHz. the most useful part of the spectrum for them is the 400-800 MHz band (UHF). This has become more available since more services are switching to digital. Higher capacity would allow for remote checking, sharing of images and videos, increased surveillance systems and quicker data transmissions. The emergency services are in competition with mobile phone and TV operators for this scarce resource.

The Commission is opposed to the current system of set allocations of frequencies, and prefers, and has plans to introduce, a system of spectrum trading and auctions to distribute frequencies. The Parliament is currently looking at the Commission’s proposals, which are contained in the ‘Telecoms package review’, and will vote on the in July.

Source: EurActiv
Back to contents
Employment and Social Affairs
Contact: Anne
 O’Mahony

UK urged to open borders to Eastern European Workers

A study by think tank the Work Foundation has found that "the UK has benefited hugely" from migration from Eastern Europe.  The report also finds that “[m]igrants come to the UK to work, not to ‘sponge’ off the welfare state”.  The full text of the study is available here.
Back to contents
Enterprise
Contact: Anne

 O’Mahony
European Business Centre – New Delhi

The European Commission has launched a call for proposals to establish of a European Business and Technology Centre in New Delhi, India.   The aim of the Centre would be to improve links between European and Indian businesses and also to build links with science and technology stakeholders involving business, industry and public bodies.  The Centre would promote EU interests in India and tap into the fast-growing Indian economy as well as building synergies between Member States’ national chambers of commerce of Member States which are already established in India.

Small Business Act for Europe

The Commission is continuing to work on the misleadingly entitled “Small Business Act for Europe”.  In fact this is not an act but a series of measures, legislative and non-legislative, designed to make life easier for small businesses.   The package is expected to be published in June.  On April 28, the Commission published the results of its consultation on the package.  There were more than 500 responses many of which, unsurprisingly, identified over-regulation and red tape as barriers to business.  The full report is available here.
Back to contents
Environment
Contact: Tanja Siggs
European Commission highlights green role of ICT

The European Commission has adopted a communication highlighting the role ICT (Information Communication Technology) can play in boosting energy efficiency.

The communication stresses that a lack of action will lead to a rise in EU energy consumption of 25% by 2012.  However, if ICT was focused on sustainable uses, energy consumption could be cut and the ICT sector’s share of productivity growth could rise beyond its current level of 40%.

The communication focuses on three key energy-intensive sectors.  These are:

· Energy generation and distribution – this sector uses a third of all primary energy.  ICT could be used to make power grids more efficient and simplify the integration of renewable energy sources.

· Heating, cooling and lighting of buildings – this sector accounts for over 40% of European energy consumption.  ICT could be used to better monitor equipment performance to show where improvements need to be made.

· Lighting – 20% of global electricity is used for lighting.  The use of low-energy and intelligent lighting could lead to a 50% reduction in energy use in this sector.

The communication ‘Addressing the challenge of energy efficiency through Information Communication Technology (ICT) can be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=4101
Source:

European Commission
Back to contents
Health and Consumer Protection
Contact: Jonathan Hewitt 
Battle brewing between Commission and telecoms operators

We reported earlier this year that the Commission had asked mobile telecoms operators to cut the cost of data roaming charges. The deadline for this is 1st July 2008; however telecoms operators have stated that they will not comply.

The comments came as the Commission launched a consultation on the ‘roaming regulation’ and its possible extension to data roaming. The Commission also intends to extend the current voice roaming regulation which is due to expire in 2010. It also intends to further explore the possibility of regulating against per minute phone tariffs; it supports per-second tariffs, which better reflect phone use.

For details of the consultation see here
Source: EurActiv
MEPs vote to ban bright food colouring additives

Parliament's Environment Committee has voted to ban bright food colouring additives after recent studies have shown they can cause hyperactivity in children. MEPs also added that if there is evidence that a specific additive may cause undesirable side-effects the Commission should ban it. Here the Members were referring to so called azo-dyes, such as E107 and E110, which are bright colours used in sweets and fizzy drinks. It was also suggested that products containing these additives should carry a warning to the effect of ‘Azo-dyes may provoke allergenic effects and hyper-activity in children’.
The Committee also backed the suggestion from the Council of Ministers that products may only be labelled as natural if 95% of ingredients are so, and that all additives currently on the market (around 300) would be re-evaluated.

The Council of Ministers now has to agree to these amendments before the Parliament as a whole votes on the proposals. If they are adopted they could come in to force in 2010.

Source: European Parliament
Back to contents
Justice and Home Affairs
Contact: Tanja Siggs
No Articles!
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Regional Policy
Contact: Anne O’Mahony
 
No Articles!
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Research
Contact: Jonathan Hewitt
Innovative Medicines Initiative

The IMI is a public-private partnership between the Commission and the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations. It has a budget of €2 billion over 5 years to fund research into brain disorders, metabolic, inflammatory and infectious diseases, and cancer. The aim is to address current long delays or bottlenecks in the pharmaceutical R&D process.

The Commission has identified four areas which require attention: safety evaluation, prediction of efficacy, knowledge management and gaps in education and training. The initiative also aims to have a European Medicines Research Academy set up by 2013. The initiative aims to increase the number of medicines produced in Europe; until 1998 7 out of 10 medicines in the world were produced in Europe, now that figure is only 3.
The current call for proposals, which was launched on 30th April, concentrates on brain disorders and metabolic and inflammatory diseases, with a budget of some €123 million.

For more information on the call see here
Source: Commission
Back to contents
Transport
Contact: Tanja Siggs
European Commission warns airlines on misleading ticket sales

The European Commission has warned airlines of the need to improve online ticket selling procedures after it published a report showing a third of European Union consumers are “ripped off and confused” by online flight booking sites.

The European Commission report is the result of a simultaneous ‘airline sweep’ across the European Union to check for breaches of consumer law.

The key findings of the ‘sweep’ are:

· One third of sites required action to punish breaches of consumer law

· Many sites had misleading prices, irregular contract terms and promoted offers that were not available

· The problem is found across the board from airlines to tour operators

The European Commission wants to see simpler pricing where the first price shown is the final price charged and clear information on the conditions applied to special offers.  

The Commission will continue to monitor the sector until May 2009 when it will decide if further action needs to be taken.

For further information on good and bad websites see here
The information can be found at: http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/enforcement/sweep/index_en.htm
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Diary
	28 April
	Environment Platform of Regional Offices (EPRO) meeting.  Meeting convened to discuss the Platform’s priorities for 2008.  For further information, please contact Tanja Siggs

	30 April
	POLIS – meeting of the Road Safety and Security Working Group. For further information, please contact Tanja Siggs

	2 May
	Meeting on the work of regional offices with Anna Olsson, American University.  For further information, please contact Anne O’Mahony

	5-8 May
	POLIS – meeting of the Road Safety and Security Working Group. For further information, please contact Tanja Siggs

	6 May
	Meeting with Lancashire European Network, Preston. For further information, please contact Anne O’Mahony or Tanja Siggs

	6 May
	Can Europe cap its energy demand? - European agriculture and the next generation of biofuels – conference with Commission for Agriculture. For more information, please contact Jonathan Hewitt
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Contact Details
Lancashire Brussels Office

North West of England House

Rue du Marteau /Hamerstraat 21

B-1000 Brussels

Belgium

Fax: +32 2 229 5383

Anne O’Mahony            
+32 2 229 5371

anne.omahony@lancashire-brussels.org
Tanja Siggs

+32 2 229 5372

tanja.siggs@lancashire-brussels.org
Jonathan Hewitt

+32 2 229 5398
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